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! Dehang Miao Ethnic Villages Tourist Route
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Many Miao ethnic villages
are distributed in Dehang,
where Miao people have
lived for generations and
co-existed with nature
harmoniously. The Miao
ethnic villages are key part of
the tourist route.
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Jidou Miao Ethnic Village, in Miao language, means the miao
ethnic village that rides on the back of an eagle. In front of the
village, visitors can see many terraced fields, as well as peach
and plum flowers, while many towering old trees and steep cliffs
occur in the back of the village. In Dehang Miao Ethnic Village,
many living scenes of Miao people are still kept, where visitors can
fully experience the farming life of the local people. In addition,
Chongwu and Pingnian Miao Ethnic Villages are located in the
deep and tranquil canyons, where many vernacular dwellings and
living spaces with ethnic characteristics are still kept.
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Several engineering wonders created by local people along the tourist
route are the must-see landscapes in Dehang.

et
E%%%&L-—@$ﬁﬁ—-+A@ﬁ /N

N2 B
Engineering Wonder

Hunan-Sichuan Highway—
Brldge—Shlbawan Hanging Road on the Cliff
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Hunan-Sichuan (abbreviated as Xiang-chuan) Highway (Aizhai
Section) was built just below Aizhai Bridge. With a total length of
6km, construction of the road began in early 1935. The road was
completed and opened to traffic in September 1936, and was
recorded in the history of Anti-Japanese War (1937-1945)and
road construction in China. In 2017, a long plank road for sight-
seeing was built along the cliffs in Dehang Canyon, with a total
length of 1.5km (including a glass skywalk of 100m), for tourists to
enjoy the beautiful scenery of the canyon. At the end of the plank
road is Aizhai Bridge, an engineering wonder in the history of
building bridges in modern China. With a total length of 1073.65m,
the suspension bridge has a main span of 1176m, and was
officially opened to traffic in March 2012. The bridge consists of
two levels. While the upper level is used for road, the lower level
is designed for tourists to
go sightseeing. Tourists can
enjoy the beautiful scenery
of the deep valleys from the
bridge. Indeed, the bridge
itself is an impressive
landscape.
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Located in Aizhai Town within Xiangxi Geopark,
Dehang is one of the most exciting and
dangerously steep areas in Wuling Mountains. It
houses the unique natural landscapes (Dehang
Grand Canyon, and waterfalls), as well as the
engineering wonder of Aizhai Bridge, and cultural
landscape of Dehang Miao Ethnic Village.
The natural landscapes (including mountains,
water, fogs, canyons, are combined with cultural
landscapes (bridges, villages) to form a unique
wonder in the area.
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Dehang is surrounded with many canyons. Miao ethnic villages
are often built on the cliffs, forming a fortress that can well defend
against enemies. The surrounding slopes are converted into
terraced fields to grow crops and support their life. To improve
the local transport conditions, the local people have built various
bridges (including wooden gallery bridges and stone arch
bridges) and roads in the mountains and canyons. Of particular
note is Aizhai Bridge, which is an engineering wonder and has
connected the two canyons. As a result, the ancient Miao villages,
canyons and streams in Dehang have become well known across
the country.
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! Dehang Grand Canyon Tourist Route

! Tianwen Platform—Yudai Waterfa
: Jiulong Creek Canyon —Liusha Waterfall
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Dehang, in Miao language, means beautiful
canyon. The canyons were formed by the strong
collision between Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau and
Wuling Mountains in orogenic movement. In the
canyons are developed many medium and small-
sized faults, joints, fissures, karst walls and karst
pillars, and dozens of karst wall-karst pillar groups,
such as Tianwen Platform, Three Sisters Peaks,
and Sima Peak, were also formed.
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Dehang Canyon Group is made up of three deep and serene
canyons. Among them, Yuquan Creek Canyon and Jiulong Creek
Canyon are very beautiful and are, therefore, most suitable for
traveling. The canyons are known for steep cliffs, dense forests
and hanging waterfalls. Walking trails wind through the canyon,
along which many rock wall-rock pillar groups, and waterfalls
(Yinlian Waterfall, and Liusha Waterfall, etc.) can be found and
enjoyed.
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Liusha Waterfall



